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On June 27, 1985 the Board moved lnto new
of fLcee  a t :

101 Davenport Road
Toronto, Ontarlo
l{5R 1H5

Ae announced earller the offlces are 1o-
cated on the ground floor of the bulldlng
recently conatructed by the College of
Nurses of Ontarlo.

The Board hopes to hold an Open llouse for
all psychologlete at the tlme of the OPA
conventlon ln February, 1986.

APFOIT|DGT|T 1I) EB IOAII'

The Board le pleaeed to ennounce the ap-
polntment of Dr. Jamee Alcock of Toronto
to the Board. IIe replacee Dr. John
Callagan whose term exptred on l,Iay 31,
1985. Dr. Alcock graduated wlth a doc-
torate from Mcllaster Unlverelty ln L972.
I le ls preeently Assoclate Prof eeeor of
Psychology, Glendon College, York Unlver-
sity and ls engaged ln a llnlted prlvate
practlce. Prlor to Jolnlng the Unlver-
elty ln L973, Dr. Alcock was an lnstruc-
tor ln computer syeteme and a systene
englneer wlth IBM in Montreal.
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As par t  o f  l ts  ef for ts  to  assLst  s tate
and provlnclal boards ln lmprovlng the
llcenelng procese, the American Assocl-
at lon of State Peychology Boarde, of
whlch the Ontarlo Board le a foundlng
nember, le fundlng regearch lnto a wrlt-
ten elmulatlon of problems encountered ln
the practlce of psychology. Imedlately
fol lowlng the October, 1985, and Aprl l ,
1986, adminletratlone of the Examlnatl.on
for Professlonal Practlce ln Psychology a
set of einulated probleme ln peychology
w111 be preeented to examlnatlon candl-
dates wtto have prevlouely volunteered.
For the October adnlnlstratlon the Toron-
to and London examlnatlon centres have
been selected aa f leld test lng sltes ln
Ontarlo. Part lclpatlon ln the regearch
proJect wlll have no bearlng on candlda-
ture for reglstratlon, as the Board rffll
receive only a Brrmary report and no data
on lndlvldual volunte€re. Part lcipantg
w111 work on the problem slmulatlons, and
provlde thelr coments . In addltlon,
parttclpants w111 be asked to name a
psychologlst wtro has supervleed them ln a
profeselonal capaclty and who would be
wllltng to complete a "behavlourally
anchored" ratlng scale. Recomnrendations
based on the results of the fteld testLng
wtll be developed for state and provln-
clal boards regardlng the posslble lnclu-
sion of the technlque as part of the
l icensure/cert l f lcat lon process ln the
future.

Ttre wrltten slmulatlons are based on
real lst lc sl tuations that nlght be en-
countered ln the practlce of psychology.
A part lclpant reads a descrl .pt lon of a
problematlc professLonal eltuatlon. A
number of questions are then posed and,
uslng a latent lmage marker r 8D answer ls
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selected. The ln l t ta l  response perul ts
requests for Lnformatlon and leads to the
acquls l tLon of  new infornat lon.  Latter
responses lead to feedback regardlng the
consequences of  the decLslon. A11 suc-
ceedLng cholces are based on the lnlt lal
scenarlo and the informatlon that ls
accumulated as the partlcipants Itork
through the problem.

The sLmulatLon is being desLgned to com-
plement the wrltten examlnatlon; that ls,
i t  ls  lntended to provlde an objectLve
rneasure of  aspects of  perfornance not
assessed by the rr i t ten examinatLon.

The Ontarlo Board has endorsed thls re-
search proJect and ls confLdent that the
informatLon obtalned wl11 be useful  ln
studylng the examlnat ion Process. The
asslstance of  candldates and psycholo-
gLsts who agree to part ic lpate Ln the
study w111 be great ly appreciated.
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C u r t i s  L .  B a r r e t t ,  P h . D . 1  P h i l l i p  W .
Johnson, and Robert  G. l ' Ieyer '  Ph.D.

(repr inted with permlssLon from the Bul l -

etLn of  the American Acaderny of  Forensic
Psychologyr I ' [ay,  1985)

As increaslng numbers of  professional
psychologLsts enter the forensic arenas t
they encounter ethlcal  s l tuat lons and
pract ical  problems that are seldom found

in other areas of  pract ice.  At  t imes the
psychologist  may feel  that  the APA Code
of  E th lcs  l s  poor ly  f i t ted  fo r  the  fo ren-
sic s l tuat ion.  I f  our exper lence is tyP-
ica l ,  one o f  the  most  f requent  eEh ica l
dLlenmas centers around being asked to

take, ln the same caser more than one of

the fol lowing three roles:  Expert  t^ l i t -
ness ;  Consu l tan t ;  Advocate ,  each w i th

thelr  respect ive ul t imate c l ient  focus of

court ,  c l lent /at totn€Yr and cause. We

bel ieve that any one of  these roles is
proper  fo r  a  p ro fess iona l  psycho log is t .

However,  l t  is  our assertLon that accept-
lng more than one role in the same caset
or even blurr ing the roles boundar ies,  ls

inappropr late.

Pressure to take more than one role in a

sLngle case usually cones from one of two

sources :  the  pro fess iona l  psycho log ls t

or the at torney. Pressure f rom within

the professlonal  psychologist  of ten comes

when there is a late cal l  for  help wl th

the case. Demand character lst ics of  the

si tuat ion can readl ly couple wl th Person-
al  needs to put the psychologist  ln the

c lassLca l  c l ln ica l  ro le  o f  " rescuer . "  In

the extreme, the unsusPect lng psycholo-

gist  rDay soon be agreeing to test i fy as

an exper t  w i tness ,  to  suggest  theor ies  o f

defense, to of fer  advl-ce on how to make

the  c l len t  more  presentab le  to  a  ju ry t

and to help select  a jury.

A closer look at the three roles wll make

clear the reasons whY, in our oplnion,

the roles should not be comblned or

blurred. As an expert  wi tness the Psy-
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chologLet ls present to aseist  the Jury
wlth questions that lt does not have the
requlred special knowledge to address by
l tse l f .  In  tha t  aenee,  the  "c l len t "  18
the court. The deslgnation "Expert Wlt-
nessr"  refers not only to the qual l f lca-

tlons and expertLee of the person in the
role,  but  especlal ly to the rules that
v111 govern the pereon I s testlmony.
Unl lke other wl tnesses, the exPert  ldt-
neas may render an oplnlon. Further, the
expert wl.tness nay lncorporate "heareay

evidence" that other wltnesseg may not
use and oplnlone may be based on thls
ev ldence.  AB Shap i ro  (1984)  no tes ,

.  .  . r rh€Dever one test l f  les ln court ,

.  r .one should not consider onesel f
an advocate for the patlent, for the
defense r oE for the government. One
is an advocate only for one t s own
oplnlon. When the exPert wltness
allows hlnself or herself to be
drawn into a part lcular posLt ion'

because of a feellng that the Pa-
tlent needs treatmentr that the Pa-
tlent should be incarcerated r or
that soclety needs to be Protectedt
the credlbl l l ty  and val ld l tY of
onefs test lnony lnvar lably suf fers
. . . . ( p p .  7 7 - 9 8 . )

I t  would be an abuse of  processr 8s wel l

aa a way of dininlshing the value of

oners testLmony, for  the expert  r l tness
to uae hls/her unlque role Ln order to

advocate anything other than a profese-

lonal oplnion. Further, rte belleve that
tt would be unethlcal, though the APA

Code of  Ethics does not deal  very specl f -

lcal ly wl th th is sort  of  lssue.

The role of  consul tant  ln forenslc casea

ls also one that we are frequently called

to  take .  The "c l len t r "  ln  th ls  case,  l s

the s lde that retaLned the consul tant .
Jury select ion,  preparat lon of  d l . rect  and

cross examl.nat lon quest lone, revlew of

t reatment records,  Procurement of  aPPro-
pr late expert  wl tnesses, reconmendat lons
for packaglng and sequenclng of evldence t
courtroom jury monitoring, and other con-
sultant functlons nay be performed. How-

ever, the forensic consultant must maln-
taln some dletance from the advocacy role
taken by the attorneys.

Keeplng professlonal  d istance from the
advocacy process ls one of the most chal-
lenglng tasks faced by the consultlng
forensLc psychologlst .  However,  i t  ls
eseent la l  that  th ls task be completed
succeasful ly.  The consul tant  ro le r  P9
!9,  requlres that  one "cal l  l t  aa he/she
sees l t "  and not as the c lLent wants l t .
I t  l s  poss lb le  tha t  oners  c l len t  wt l l
percelve such professlonal  detachment as
coldness and lack of  care about the caset

but that  r isk must be taken. Focus must
be, insteadr oo the render lng of  the best
possible consul t lng oplnlonr regardless
of what effect it nlght have on the advo-
cate behavior or case. The consul tant
cannot be accountable for the use that

the cllent makes of the oplnLon that ls
gLven, nor ls the consul tant  accountable
lf the advocate falls to use the
opinion.

The role of advocate ls seldom taken
legl t lnately by forenslc psychologists.
Thts ls for tunate,  s lnce t t  ls  f raught
wlth ethlcal  lnpl lcat lons.  As an "advo-

cate,"  the psychologist  is  a member of
the " tean" and, l lke other team members,
has the goal of "wlnnlng." Ttre sciences
and arts of  psychology are here used to
achieve an end that the advocate deflnes
as worthy.  Thls Bay include convict lon,
acqul . t ta l ,  or  nodl f lcat lon of  sentences
ln  c r im lna l  cases .  I t  i s  poss ib le r  and
perhaps l lkely,  that  an advocate ln a

case w111 have personal  mot lves that are

not necessar i ly  re lated dlrect ly to the

case. For example,  advocates for  or

against capltal punlshment may be more

concerned with the issue of  execut lon

than wlth presentatlon of the most com-
plete or accurate posslble case to a

Jury.  In c iv l l  cases, the advocate

forenslc psychologlst  may focus on the
"cause" rather than the cllent and Bay

try to use psychological  expert ise to

advance causes that are believed to "P.o-

mote human welfarer"  €.g.  e i ther bul ld ing

or blocking construction offiuclear Polter



p lan ts .

I t  1s important for  the psychologlst  to
make lt clear when an advocate role has
been taken. Otherwlse, Jur les or the
nedla may mlstake statements lntended
only to advance a cause for a reasoned,
responslble professlonal  oplnlon. Use of
psychologlcal  expert lse to promote a Par-
t icular v lew that ls not sclentLf lcal ly
supported generaLly would be consldered
une thlcal .

Thus r 8s an expert wltness, one w111 flnd
a prlmary alleglance ln the oplnlon ren-
dered to the court ;  as a consul tant ,  in
the best lnformat lon rendered to the c l t -
ent ,  and as an advocate,  ln servLce to a

cause or polnt of v1ew. As we have Pro-
posed, l t  can be appropr late for  a psy-

chologlst  ln the forenslc arena to take
the role of  e l ther expertr  consul tant  or
advocate.  However,  each of  these roles
has l ln l ts and, in our oplnlonr one

should neiEher take more than one role
per case nor blur the role boundar les.
In  d l f f i cu l t  cases  o f  th ls  sor t ,  co l -
league consul tat lon can be especLal ly
he lp fu l .  Bu t  l f  doubt  s t l l l  pers ls ts ,

the  o ld  adage " I f  ln  doubt ,  donr t "  l s  the

wLsest  courS€.

Reference

Shaplro,  Davld L.  (1984)  Psychologica l
Evaluatlon and ExPert Testimony. New
York: Van Nostrand Relnhold Company.

OBAL EXA}IIXATIOT DATBS

For those who are el lg lb le for  the oral
examlnat lons  to  be  he ld  la te r  th ls  year t

the dates w111 be Tuesday, November 26,

Wednesday, November 27 ,  and Thursdayt
November 28, 1985. Wtr l le the Board staf  f

t r les to accommodate speclal  requests for

s p e c l f l c  d a t e s  a n d  t l m e s ,  l t  i s  o f t e n
lnposs lb le  to  fu l f l l l  such  requests .

Therefore,  I te ask those who are el tg lb le

for thelr  oral  examlnat lons to plan

accordlngly.  Not lce of  the schedule for

oral  examlnatLons w111 be issued in ear ly

November to those concerned.

ASSISTATM BSGISTBA3: PROFBSSIOtrAL
AFFAIBS

On August 1,  1985 l ' t iss Susan Brooks
jolned the Board staf f  ln the capacl ty of
AssLs tan t  Reg ls t ra r :  Pro fess iona l  A f -

fa l rs.  Mlss Brooks holds a degree ln law

from Osgoode Hall and ltas adnitted to the
Bar  ln  Apr i l ,  1985.  In  her  capac i ty  as  a
legal  research asslstant l r i th che Ontar lo
Iluman Rlghts CommLsslon, she developed
departnental  guidel lnes concerning the
appl lcat lon and lnterpretat lon of  the

Ontar lo Human Rlghts Code. The Board ls
confldent t ' l lss Brooks wil l make a signi-
f lcant contr ibut lon to the work of  the
Board .

ONAL EIA}If,ATIOIfS

The oral examLnatl.ons were held in Tor-

onto on May 22 and 23. Asslst ing the
Board in conduct ing these examlnat ions
were the fol lowing psYchologlsts:

James Alcock P h . D . ,  A s s o c l a t e  P r o f e s s o r t
DeparEment of  Psychologyr York
U n i v e r s i t y ;
James Bonta ,  Ph.D.1  Psycho log is t ,  OtEawa
Car le ton  Deten t lon  Cent re ;  Ad junc t
P r o f e s s o r ,  C a r l e t o n  U n i v e r s l t Y ;
I ' l a ry  I .  Broga,  Ph.D. ,  Ass is tan t  D i rec to r ,
Wlndsor l r lestern Hospl ta l  Centre;
l '1.  Douglas Brown, Ph.D.,  Execut lve Direc-
to r ,  Ch i ld ren fs  Assessment  &  Trea tment
Cent re ;
M o r r i s  N .  E a g l e ,  P h . D . ,  P r o f e s s o r  &

PsYcho logYr  York

UnLvers i ty ;
Rona ld  H lne ,  Ph.D. ,  Ass ls tan t  Adn in ls -
t ra to r ,  Depar tment  o f  Psycho logy ,  E tob i -
coke Genera l  Hosp l ta l ;
Cornel ius J.  Hol land P h . D . 1  A s s o c i a t e
Pro fessor ,  Depar tuent
Un ivers l ty  o f  t l i ndsor ;

o f  Psycho loByr

Pat r l ck  McGrath ,  Ph.D.1  Sen ior  Psycho lo-
g i s t ,  C h l l d r e n r s  H o s p i t a l  o f  E a s t e r n
Ontar io ;  Career  Sc len t ls t ,  Un lvers i ty  o f

Ot tana;
Wil l lan T.  Melnyk,  Ph.D.  t

Universt ty ;
Jerome D.  Pauker r  Pb: ! . t
to r  &  Ch ie f  Psycho log ls t '
tu te  o f  Psych ia t rY ;

P r o f e s s o r ,
Lakehead

Research Direc-
C larke  Ins t i -



,/ - l larlorle Perklns, Ph.D., Chlef Peycholo- Dlngus, Ruth Ne8bLtt, Paul
glst, North York Board of Educatloui Donaghy, Rolla Mary Nenran, Albert
June Rogers, Ph.D., Staff Couosellor, Farquhar, Marcla F. Novotny, Freldrlch
Ottawa Board of Educatlo!; Fltzgerald, Phoebe L. Patkau, Jeannette
Sareh Ueher, Ph.D., Chlef Psychologl8t, FleDlng, Allson Patton, Joseph
tfellealey Eospltal. Prencey, Ruth Ellen PavloskL' Raynond

Goldman, Jeffrey Pearl, Lynn M.
CAlaIlS lflcEf, rvrrc f906 - 19E5 Graham, Joyce Perunlak, Geoff

Ilaley, Crahau Petlt, Ted
It ls wlth deep regret that the Eoard haa llaley' Hugh Posluos, Donald
learned of the death on June 5, 1985 of lllckllng, Janee Rotman, Bertrao
Dr. Charles Roger Myere, founder and 11111, Alexander Rotnan, Eleanor
flr8t chalrnan of the Ontarlo Board of Eolnes, Chrlstopher Schelbe, Robert
Examlners 1n Peychology aod holder of Kin, Bo Kyung Schlff, Myra
certlflcate of reglstratlon ouober 1. I(lajner, Fel1x Shas, Blair

LeMay, Roger Shepell, l larren
Dr. Myers nas aleo founder and ftrat Lobb, Harold Slemon, Alan
presl.deDt of the Onterio Psychologlcal McKeuzle, D,orothy Sutherlend, Janes
Assoclation. ue aerved on the executlve Mcuurrsyr John Thels, John
of the Caaadlan Psychologlcal Aaeocl- MacKlnnon, Slna Thouas, Adele
atlon, beconlng presldeot ln 1949-50. l.lallette' Rolland Vlngllle, Evelyn

l{attar, Jean C. I{elzmann r Ona
As chalrman of the psychology departoent Maynard' Crace l{ismer ' Ruth
of Ehe UnLversity of Torooco fron 1955 to Mllee' Colln George wood' Keith
1968, Dr. Uyers helped to bulLd the Narrol' l larvey Woulff' Nlna
department ts lnternatLooal reputatloo aa
a naJor centre of reaearch and tralnlng
ln the field.

Ilr. llyer8 w111 be nlesed by the many
peychologLsts who kner and reapected The Bulletln la a publlcatlon of the
hlo. Ontarlo Board of Examiner6 in

Psychology.
ctxtDllf, tEclstEx. Gf nr^r.+T sfylca
IBOVIDEIS If, P5iCryruFf: A qXlECffOf, chairnan

John A. Mccrory, Ph.D.
In the Aprll, 1985 lseue of the Bulletln
re lncorrectLy reported that t1ffiG secretary-Treaaurer
Scotla Board of Exarlnera ln Psychology llarta Toslrsend ' Ph.D.
(NSBEP) abstalned from the vote to
approve the fi.nal propoeal on the 6truc- Menbers
ture of CRESPP. NSBEP correctly polnts Janeg E. Alcock, Ph.D.
out that 1t dld not partlclpate 1n the Ruth H. Bray' Ph.D.
dlscusalon, or the vote. Although th18 Henry P. Edwards ' Ph.D.
ls a f lne polnt, lt ls Lmportant and lte
apologlze.

PENSOf,S MOSE NEGISTRArIOXS EAYE I.APSE)
AfD ^NN gITHDNATT FRO}i MB BEGISTTB
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Tconto, Otfrlo
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