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Representat ives of  the Board met wi th
Mr .  Denn is  T imbre l l  in  January  in  o rder
to check the acceptabi l i ty  to the l , l in is-
t ry  of  Heal th of  some of  the assumpt ions
under ly ing  the  Board 's  d ra f t  p roposa l
fo r  leg i  s la t ion .

The Board out l  ined i ts  proposal  to
change the name of  the goyerning body
from a "Board" to a "Society" ,  and to
in t roduce  the  p r inc ip le  o f  e lec t ion  o f
members to the Counci l  of the Society by
the profession.  There was no suggest ion
that ei ther of these proposal s u{as unac-
ceptab le  to  the  Min is te r  a t  th is  s tage.
Mr .  T imbre l l  a l so  ind ica ted  the  des i r -
ab i l i t y  o f  i nc lud ing  a  c lause  p roh ib i t -
ing the prescr ipt ion of  drugs by psych-
ologists.  He requested that  the Board
d iscuss  w i th  the  Co l lege  o f  Phys ic ians
and Surgeons and the Ontar io Medical
Associat ion those changes in the Act
tha t  wou ld  be  o f  in te res t  to  phys ic ians .

Fo l low ing  i t s  January  meet ing  w i th  Mr .
Timbrel I  ,  the Board took steps to esta-
b l i sh  contac t  w i th  the  Honourab le  Lar ry
Grossman,  the  new Min is te r  o f  Hea l th .  A
request  for  a meet ing wi th Mr.  Grossman
wi l l  no t  be  made unt i l  Regu la t ions  to
accompany the draft Act have been pre-
pared.  The Board  an t ic ipa tes  tha t  th is
deta i led work should be completed by mid
Apr i  I  .

The Board  a lso  in tends  to  c i rcu la te  the
latest  draf t  of  the Act  and Regulat ions
to  psycho log is ts  and ,  as  we l l ,  to  o rgan-
i za t ions  on  a  ma i l i ng  l i s t  p rov ided  by
the  Min is te r ' s  o f f i ce .

Prov ided the  response is  favourab le  and
no ser ious  f laws in  the  dra f t  emerge,
the  Board  hopes tha t  i t ,  a long w i th  a
summary br ief ,  could be submit ted to the
government ,  w i th  the  u l t imate  goa l  be ing

presenta t ion  to  the  fa l l  sess ion  o f  the
I  eg i  s l  a tu re .

Dr.  Ray Engel  ,  the current  Board chai  r -
man,  in  draf t ing the br ief  to accompany
the Board 's proposal  to the government,
sets out  the Board 's percept ion of  the
need fo r  new leg is la t ion  and a  descr ip -
t ion of  the content  of  the ProPosal
wi th in the context  of  the development,
over the past  s ix ty  years,  of  psychology
as  a  p ro fess ion .

Two excerpts f rom the br ief  are re-
pr in ted  be low:

The Status of Psychology in Summary

As a  bas ic  sc ience,  psycho logy  is  we l l
i n to  i t s  second  cen tu ry ,  and  i t  i s  a l -
most  50  years  s ince  sc ien t i f i c  th inkers
have ra ised ques t ions  about  i t s  va l id i ty
and pennanence as a sc ience.  I ts  con-
cepts and methods are unique and reason-
ab ly  we l l  es tab l i shed  and  i t  i s  i n  l i t -
t le  danger of  being re-absorbed as part
o f  some o ther  d isc ip l ine  or  d is in tegra-
t ing  in to  components  o f  o ther  d isc i -
p l ines .  In  shor t ,  psycho logy  has  es ta-
bl i  shed the f i  rst requi rement that a
pro fess ion  must  have;  an  es tab l i shed and
dist inct  body of  fundamental  knowledge.

App l ied  psycho logy  is  no t  in  i t s  second
century ,  bu t  i s  cer ta in ly  pas t  i t s  d ia -
mond anniversary.  I t  has shown rapid
growth  bo th  in  b readth  o f  app l i ca t ions ,
and in  numbers  o f  p rac t i t ioners .  As  a
s ing le  d isc ip l ine ,  i t  does  no t  have  a
we l l  es tab l i shed  con ten t ,  t ra in ing ,  and
standards of  pract ice.  The major  esta-
b l  i  shed branches are:  c l  i  n i  ca l  psychol  -
o9y,  educat ional  psychology,  and indust-
r ia l  psychology.  Both wi th in these
three areas and outs ide of  them, there
a re other speci al i  t i  es , and i  t  rema'i  ns
to be seen whi  ch,  i  f  dny,  of  them wi  I  I
emerge as  d is t inc t  a reas .  In  genera l ,
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app l i ed  psycho logy  i s  a  s t ruc tu re  w i th  a
f i rm foundat ion and some wel l  deve loped
components ,  but  a l  so  a  s t ruc ture  that  i  s
s t i l l  i n  a  s ta te  o f  r ap id  change .

As  a  p ro fess ion ,  psycho l  ogy  has  i us t
come ou t  o f  i t s  i n fancy .  The  p ro fess ion
has  been  fa i  r l y  success fu l  i n  ma in -
ta in ing  s tandards  o f  en t r y  i n to  the  p ro -
fess ion ,  and  these  s tandards  a re  nea r l y
un i ve rsa l  i n  Nor th  fune r i ca .  The  p ro fes -
s i on  has  a l so  es tab l i shed  s tanda rds  o f
pract ice  and codes o f  conduct .  However '
many o f  these s tandards have not  been
tes ted ,  € i t he r  i n  t he  wo rk  p l ace  o r  i n
t he  p ro fess iona l  and  l ega l  ad iud i ca t i on
sys tem.  Nor  have  these  s tandards  and
codes been i  n tegrated i  n to  the educa-
t i  ona l  sys tem fo r  psycho l  og i  s t s .  I n
pa r t i cu l a r ,  and  excep t  pe rhaps  f o r  c l i n -
i ca l  psycho logy ,  deve lop ing  a  sense  o f
p ro fess iona l  r espons ib i l i t y  i s  l e f t
pre t ty  much to  the year  o f  post -doctora l
supe rv i sed  expe r i ence ;  and  as ide  f r om
that  ,  i  t  tends to  be 

' l  
a  rge l  y  se l  f  - taught  .

Neve r the less ,  psycho logy  i n  i t s  f i r s t  20
o r  so  yea rs  o f  p ro fess iona l  expe r i ence
has shown s teady progress in  the process
o f  ma tu r i ng ,  and  i n  soc ie t y ' s  accep tance
o f  i t  as  a  l eg i t ima te  p ro fess ion .  The
p roposa l  f o r  new  l eg i s l a t i on  i s  i n t ended
to  necogn i ze  t h i s  ma tu r i t y ,  and  t o  p ro -
v ide  a  veh ic le  fo r  t he  nex t  s tage  o f  de -
ve lopmen t  o f  t he  p ro fess ion .

t , lhy  A Cer t i f i ca t ion Act

Many  psycho log i s t s ,  p robab l y  a  ma jo r i t y ,
f ee l  t ha t  a  Psycho l  og i  s t s '  Ac t  shou l  d
con ta i n  a  de f i n i t i on  o f  p rac t i ce .  P ro -
posa l s  f o r  a  de f i n i t i on  o f  p rac t i ce  us -
ua l  l y  con ta in  re fe rences  to  the  cen t ra l
concepts  o f  psycho l  o9y r  and s ta tements
de f i n i ng  t he  p rac t i ce  o f  psycho logy  as
the  app l  i ca t i on  o f  t hese  concep ts  t o
p rac t i ca l  p rob lems .  The  ma ion  d ' i  f f i -
cu l t y  w i t h  c rea t i ng  a  de f i n i t i on  i s  t ha t
i t  i s  a lmos t  imposs ib l e  t o  c rea te  a  de f -
i n t i on  tha t  does  no t  a t  l eas t  appear  to
i n f r i nge  on  t he  r i gh t s  o f  o the rs  t o  g i ve
wha l  amoun ts  t o  psycho log i ca l  adv i ce  t o
the  i  r  f e l  I  ow  human  be i  ngs .

A  poss ib l e  way  a round  t h i s  p rob lem i s  t o
i  nc l  ude a  qua ' l  i  fy i  ng s ta tement  i  n  the
de f i  n i  t i  on  o f  p rac t i  ce  to  the  e f fec t

tha t  t he  de f i n i t i on  does  no t  exc l  ude
anyone e lse f rom per forming apparent ly
s im i  I  a r  ac t i  v i  t i  es .  Aga i  n  ,  i  t  appea rs
to  be  v i r t ua l l y  imposs ib l e  t o  c rea te  a
qual  i  fy ing s ta tement  that  does not
e i t he r  r ende r  t he  de f i n i t i on  o f  p rac t i ce
mean ing less ,  o r  t he  qua l i f y i ng  s ta temen t
i  t se l  f  mean i  ng l  ess .  Moreove r  '  non -psy -
cho log i s t s  who  oppose  a  de f i n i t i on  o f
pract i  ce  respond to  the qua l  i  fy i  ng
s ta temen t  by  say ing  tha t  i t  i s  mere l y  a
sen tence  i n  an  Ac t  t ha t  cou ld  eas i l y  be
removed in  an amendment  to  the Act ,  and
the re fo re ,  i t  o f f e r s  l i t t l e  p ro tec t i on .
I n  t he  Boa rd ' s  j udgemen t ,  i t  i s  s imp l y
no t  rea l i s t i c  t o  expec t  t o  see  the  pass -
age  o f  an  Ac t  t ha t  i nc l udes  a  de f i n i t i on
o f  p rac t i ce .

I n  add i t i on  t o  t h i s  one  ve ry  p rac t i ca l
r eason  f o r  no t  i nc l ud ing  a  de f i n i t i on  o f
p rac t i ce ,  t he  Board  be l i eves  tha t  t he re
a re  a rgumen ts  aga ins t  a  de f i n i t i on  o f
p rac t i ce  t ha t  a re  much  more  compe l l i ng
f rom the  po in t  o f  v i ew  o f  psycho log i s t s .

To  beg in  w i t h ,  psycho logy  i s  a  we l l  es t -
ab l i shed  bas i c  sc i ence  w i t h  a  se t  o f
s im i l a r l y  we l I  es tab l i shed  f i e l ds  o f
p rac t i ce .  No  one ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  a  cou r t
o f  1aw ,  wou ld  have  any  d i f f i cu l t y  de te r -
m in ing  whe the r  o r  no t  someone  was  p rac -
t i s i ng  psycho logy  whe the r  t he  someone
was  a  psycho log i s t  o r  no t .  I n  o the r
words ,  psycho logy  i s  no t  some pecu l i a r
new techn ique  tha t  needs  to  be  spe l l ed
ou t  i n  l aw .  I t  has  a  we l l  es tab l i shed
common know l  edge  de f i n i t i on .

A  de f i n i t i on  o f  p rac t i ce  a l so  wo rks  two
ways.  I t  can be used to  prevent  a  pro-
fess i  on  f rom p rac t i  s i  ng  ce r ta i  n  t h i  ngs
jus t  t he  same as  i t  can  be  used  by  the
p ro fess ion  to  p reven t  o the rs  f rom p rac -
t i s i ng  ce r t a i n  t h i ngs .  P ro fess ions  w i t h
a  de f i n i t i on  o f  p rac t i ce  o f t en  f i nd
themsel  ves den i  ed access to  new deve l  op-
ments  because the ne$,  deve lopments  d id
no t  f a l l  p rec i se l y  w i t h i n  t he i r  de f i n i -
t i on  o f  p rac t i ce .  Psycho logy  i s  a t  a
s tage  where  i t  wou l  d  be  pa r t i cu l  a r l y
vu lne rab le  t o  t h i s  happen ing ,  and  t h i s
Board  be l i eves  tha t  i t  wou ld  be  to  the
g rea te r  good  t o  have  l eg i s l a t i on  t ha t
wou ld  be  a  med ium fo r  t he  p ro fess ion  to
i  n te l  I  i  gent ' l y  exp l  ore  new f  ront i  e rs  ,



rather  than I  egi  s l  at i  on that  def i  nes
res t r i c t i ve  borders .  In  fac t ,  psycho l -
og is ts  may soon s ta r t  f ind ing  themse lves
f i  gh t i  ng  o f f  hav ing  a  de f i  n i t i on  o f
pract ice imposed on them, rather  than
the other way around.

Thi  s  phi  I  osophy of  course I  eaves psy-
chologists in  somewhat of  a more open
marketplace than many of  them would
I  i  ke ,  and i t  does  no th ing  to  Prevent
non-psycho log is ts  f rom prac t is ing  what
amounts to bad psychology.  As to the
marke tp l  ace ,  the  pro fess ion  has  seen
steady progress in the acceptance of  the
C.Psych.  as a requirement for  many em-
p1 oyment  oppor tun i  t i  es ,  and as  a  re -
qu i rement  fo r  g i v ing  exper t  adv ice  o r
op in ion  on  var ious  mat te rs .  And  th is
has  happened w i thout  psycho log is ts  do ing
anyth ing substant ia l  to promote a demand
for  the  serv ices  o f  the  pro fess ion .

As  to  p ro tec t ing  the  pub l ic  f rom bad
psycho logy ,  the  Board  be l ieves  tha t  a
Cert i  f  i  cat i  on Act ref I  ects a more wi de' ly
accepted  ph i losophy tha t  the  pub l ic  has
a r i  ght  to choose f rom among al  terna-
t i  ves  fo r  p ro fess i  ona l  serv i  ces  ,  and
tha t  when  a  psycho log is t  i s  chosen  i t  i s
because the psychologi  s t  represents
known qua l  i  f i ca t ions  and s tandards  o f
p rac t ice ,  and no t  because the  psycho lo-
g is t  has  a  monopo ly  on  the  marke t .

PRI]ICIPLE 5 COTFIDE]ITIALITY

(APA Eth ica l  P r inc ip les  o f  Psycho lo -
g is ts  1981  Rev is ion )

"Psycho log is ts  have  a  p r imary  ob l i -
ga t ion  to  respec t  the  con f iden t ia l -
i  ty  of  i  n format i  on obta i  ned f rom
persons  i  n  the  course  o f  the i  r  work
as  psycho log is ts .  They  revea l  such
in fo rmat ion  to  o thers  on ly  w i th  the
consent  o f  the  person or  the  Per -
son 's  I  ega l  representa t i  ve ,  except
in  those unusua l  c i  rcumstances  i  n
wh ich  no t  to  do  so  wou ld  resu l t  in
c l  ear  danger  to  the  person or  to
o thers .  Where  appropr i  a te ,  psycho l  -
og ' i  s ts  i  n form thei  r  c l  i  ents of  the
Iega l  l im i t s  o f  con f iden t ia l i t y . "

The argument is  somet imes used that
psychol  ogi  s ts  shoul  d bend the I  aw
ra ther  than ieopard ize  the  sanc t i t y  o f
a  the rapeu t i c  re la t ionsh i  P . Thi  s
sl i  ghts establ i  shed psycho' l  ogi cal know-
ledge  as  we l l  as  the  E th ica l  P r inc ip les
o f  Psycho log is ts .  An exper ienced ther -
ap is t  works  w i th  an  open recogn i t ion  o f
val  ues and thei  r  importance as wel  I  as
the  rea l i za t ion  o f  he r /h imse l f  as  a  ro le
model  .

bJhi  I  e psychol  ogi  s ts  can and do r i  sk
contempt of  court  by refusing to share
informat ion,  when ordered to do so by a
judge ,  such  w i thho ld ing  canno t  be  ra t -
iona l i zed  au tomat i ca l l y  as  be ing  in  the
c l  i  en t /pa t i  en t ' s  bes t  i  n te res t .  Those
work ing  in  the  fo rens ic  f i e ld  mus t  con-
s is ten t l y  d iscuss  the i r  l ack  o f  p r i v i -
I  ege;  however they wi  I  I  a l  so be aware,
and  in fo rm the i r  c l i en ts ,  tha t  they  ane
no t  l i ke ly  to  be  asked  in  cour t  abou t
every th ing  shared,  and tha t  the  ques-
t ions  asked  a re  mos t  l i ke ly  to  be  l im i -
ted  to  in fo rmat ion  bear ing  on  the  case
a t  hand .  I t  i s  ha rd  to  a rgue  tha t  a
t ru ly  good re l  a t i  onsh i  p  w j  1  I  be  des-
t royed  i f  i t  has  been  es tab l i shed  in
openness  and  t ru th .  Such  a  re la t ion -
sh i  p  shou l  d  a l  I  ow fo r  a  fu l  I  exp l  o ra-
t ion  o f  the  t ype  o f  mate r ia l  l i ke ly  to
be reveal ed by the psychol ogi st when
she/he comes to court .

Ch i  1  d  abuse and th rea ts  o f  phys i  ca l
harm should be reported to appropr iate
author i t ies .  I t  i  s  unders tood tha t
con fess ions  on  admiss ions  a re  no t  a l -
ways  based in  rea l i t y  and wou ld  no t  be
repor ted  when there  is  a  reasonab le
doub t .  D iscuss ion  w i th  co l leagues  can
hel  p to c l  ar i  fy  the most  reasonabl  e
course  o f  ac t ion .  Condon ing  o r  co l lu -
d ing  w i th  an t i - soc ia l  behav io r  (even  i f
i t  i s  by  ignor ing  i t )  canno t  be  cons id -
ered  as  therapeut ic  o r  conduc ive  to  the
deve lopment  o f  a  mature  l i fe  s ty1e.  An
exper ienced therap is t  recogn izes  con-
fess ions  and /o r  admiss ions  o f  e i the r
ser ious  an t i  -soc i  a l  behav i  our ,  o r "  i  n -
ten t i  ons  to  such ac ts ,  c rS  an  oppor tun-
i t y  to  exp lo re  respons ib i l  i t y .  A  p ro -
fess iona l  shares  w i th  h is /her  c l i en t /



pat ien t  h is /her  concerns ,  and d iscusses
the  course  o f  ac t ion  he /she w i l l  take .
A psychol  ogi  s t  who i  s  act i  ng respon-
s ib ly  recogn izes  tha t  lega l  in te rven-
t ion  can be  approached in  ways  wh ich
w i l l  be  o f  use  to  the  c l ien t /pa t ien t  as
we l l  as  p reserv ing  the  mores  o f  soc ie ty .
Whi le  each case must  be  cons idered on
an  ind iv idua l  bas is  the  p r inc ip les  in -
vo lved  a re  c lea r .

BOARD IIAKES A MYE

For  near ly  s ix  yeans  the  Board  has
I  eased o f f i ce  space f rom the  0n tar io
Ins t i tu te  fo r  S tud ies  in  Educa t ion .
Th is  year  the  Board  learned i t s  space
wou ld  be  needed fo r  expans ion  o f  the
Ins t i tu te ' s  compute r  fac i l i t y  and  began
i ts  search  fo r  a  new home.

0n Saturday,  February 27 the Board moved
i t s  o f f i ces  to  37  Pr ince  Ar thur  Avenue ,
Toronto ,  Ontar io ,  M5R IB2.  The te le -
phone number  remains  the  same:  (416)961-
8817.  The new o f f i ces  are  on  the  sec-
ond f loor  o f  a  renovated  house,  on ly  a
few hundred fee t  f rom the  o ld  loca t ion ,
and  s t i l l  eas i l y  approached  f rom the
Bedfond St .  entnance to the St .  George
subway s ta t ion .

The Board  hopes to  be  ab le  to  cont inue
to  use  Ins t i  tu te  space fo r  Board  exam-
i  na t i  ons .  A l  though we w i  I  I  regre t  the
loss  o f  the  ass is tance  p rov ided  by  the
P lan t  o f f i ce  a t  O ISE,  the  Board  be l ieves
the  move  w i l l  ass is t  i t  i n  es tab l i sh ing
a  separa te  iden t i t y .

ETHICAL STA]IDARDS OF PSYCHOLOGISTS

DAYID TECHSTER ATID I]fiELLIGE]ICE IESTS

David l ' lechsler  d ied last  May at  the age
of  85.  The December i  ssue of  the
Amer ican Psycho log is t  car r ied  a  t r ibu te

y Joseph Matarazzo.
In  these days  when schoo l  boards '  e f -
fo r ts  to  imp lement  B i l l  82  are  upper -
most  i  n  the mi  nds of  psychol  ogi  s ts
work i  ng  i  n  schoo l  sys tems,  Dr .
Matarazzo 's  remarks  are  per t inent .

Dav id  Wechs l  e r  he l  ped to  p rov ide
c l in i ca l  psycho logy  w i th  a  too l  (h i s
sca les )  and  w i th  a  human is t i c  ph i lo -
sophy toward the use of  such tool  s
( i .e .  tha t  assessment  i s  no t  synony-
mous  w i th  tes t inS) .  As  a  resu l t ,
c l  i  n i  ca l  psycho l  og i  s ts  work i  ng  on  a
one-on-one  bas is  in  a  va r ie ty  o f
se t t i  ngs  have prov ided a  pro fes-
s i  onal  serv i  ce wh' ich has been vol  un-
ta r i l y  sought  ou t  and apprec ia ted  by
c l  ien ts  and pa t ien ts  th roughout  the
wor l  d .

As  to  wha t  in te l l i gence  tes ts  meas-
u re ,  Dav id  Wechs le r  had  l i t t l e  ques-
t ion .  In  h is  APA D is t ingu ished  Pro -
fess iona l  Cont r ibu t ion  Award  ad-
dress ,  "  In te l  1  i  gence Def i  ned and
Undef ined"  (1975) ,  he  s ta ted ,  "What
we measure  w i th  tes ts  i s  no t  what
tes ts  measure- -no t  in fo rmat ion ,  no t
spat i  a l  percept i  on ,  no t  reason i  ng
ab i l i t y .  These  a re  on ly  means  to  an
end .  What  in te l l i gence  tes ts  meas-
u re , what u,e hope they measu re , i  s
somethi  ng much more important :  the
capac i t y  o f  an  ind iv idua l  to  under -
s tand the  wor l  d  about  h im and h i  s
resource fu l  ness  to  cope w i th  i t s
cha l  I  enges"  (p .139)  .

STEPHEil IIEIGER, 1924 - 1982

The Board  has  learned w i th  regre t  o f  the
death on February 26,  l9B2 of  Dr.
Stephen Nei  ger .  For  manY Years Dr.
Nei  ger  was Di  rector  of  the Behaviour
Therapy  C l in i c ,  Lakeshore  D iv i s ion  o f
the Queen Street  Mental  Heal th Centre in
Toronto .

Owi ng to an error the L9B2 Di rectory
inco r rec t l y  announced  the  fo rma l  adop-
t i on  by  the  Board  o f  Examine rs  o f  t he
APA E th i ca l  P r i nc i p l es  o f ,  Psy jho log i s t s .
Th i  s  on -
t i nues  i t s  ea r l i e r  f o rma l  adop t i on  o f
the  E th i ca l  S tandards  o f  Psycho log i s t s
( le7fffiT5TonJ.



B0ARD RESP0I|SE T0 qUESTI0IIS RELATIIIG T0
PRACTICE

In  the  s ix  years  s ince  the  Board  o f  Exam-
iners  es tab l i shed a  permanent  o f f i ce  and
ach ieved  some v is ib i l  i t y '  psycho log is ts
and the  pub l ic  have begun to  ra ise  ques-
t ions  w i th  the  Board  o f f i ce  concern ing  as-
pects of  the pract ice of  psychology.  The
f requency  o f  these quer ies  has  inc reased
from roughly three to approximately
twelve per month.  The Board has welcomed
th is  exchange ,  hop ing  i t  has  been  he lp -
fu l  to  psycho l  og i  s ts ,  and f i  nd i  ng  tha t
i t  has  served to  d i rec t  i t s  a t ten t ion  to
impor tan t  p ro fess iona l  i ssues '  a  number
o f  wh ich  have subsequent ly  been d iscussed
i  n  the  Bu l  I  e t i  n .

In  the a f termath o f  the Royal  Commi ss i  on
of  Inqu ' i  ry  i  n to  the Conf  i  dent i  a l  i  ty  o f
Hea l t h  I n fo rma t i on  i n  0n ta r i o ,  i t  i s  pe r -
haps  no t  su rp r i  s i  ng  tha t  nough ly  one
fou r th  o f  t hese  ques t i ons  have  dea l t
w i t h  psycho log i s t s '  conce rns  a round  hand -
I  i  ng  c l  i  en t  i  n fo rma t i  on  :  ob ta i  n i  ng  con -
sen t  ,  r e l  eas i  ng  i  n fo rma t i  on  to  c l  i  en ts
and  o the rs ,  ma in ta i n i ng  con f i den t i a l  i t y '
I  im i  t i  ng  access  t o  f i  I  es ,  and  ma i  n ta i  n -
i ng  reco rds .  A  second  gnoup  o f  ques t i ons
was d i  rec ted to  the deta i  I  s  o f  conduct -
i ng  a  p rac t i ce :  b i l l  i ng ,  co l l ec t i ng '
submi  t t i  ng  i  nsu rance  c l  a ims  ,  f o rm i  ng
par tne rsh i  ps ,  and  mak i  ng  announcemen ts .
One t roub l  esome mat ter  has been the pro-
pe r  i n t e rp re ta t i on  o f  t he  Bus iness  Co r -
po ra t i ons  Ac t ,  as  i t  p rec l udes  t he  i nco r -
po ra t i on  o f  t he i r  p rac t i ces  by  psycho lo -
g i  s t s .

The  Board  rece i  ved  twen ty -n ine  quen ies
rega rd ing  psycho log i ca l  ass i s t an t s ;  ques -
t ' i ons  abou t  app rop r i a te  t i  t l  es  and  ro1es ,
use  o f  t es t s ,  supe rv ' i  s i on ,  i ndependen t
p rac t i  ce ,  h i  r i  ng  and  sa l  a r i  es .  Two
th i  rds  o f  t hese  ques t i ons  came f rom pen-
sons  o the r  t han  psycho l  og i  s t s .

A  sma l l  bu t  s i gn i f i can t  number  o f  t he  i s -
sues  ra i sed  have  dea l t  w i t h  p ro fess iona l
re l a t i ons ,  be tween  psycho log i s t s  and  ad -
m in i  s t r a to r s ,  psych ia t r i  s t s ,  o r  o the r
psycho l  og i  s t s .

AUDITORSI REPORT

of f ice  and may be s tud ied upon request .

REGISTRATIOI As A PSYCHOLOGIST IlI
]IOYA SCOTIA

Ind iv idua ls  who  w ish  to  ho ld  themse lves
ou t  to  the  pub l i c  I i n  Nova  Sco t ia ]  by
any  t i  t l  e  o r  descr i  p t i  on  o f  serv ices
con ta in ing  the  word  "psycho logy" ,  "psy -
cho log is t "  o r  "psycho log ica l "  o r  any  ab-
b rev ia t ion  o r  der i va t i ve  the reo f  a re  now
obl i  ged by I aw to be regi stered by the
Nova Scot ia  Board  o f  Examiners  in  Psy-
cho l  ogy .

Deta i l s  o f  the  requ i rements  fo r  reg is -
t ra t ion  can be  had by  reques t ing  the
Reg is t ra r  o f  the  Board  fo r  an  app l i ca -
t ion  k i t .

The address  fo r  a l  I  cor respondence i  s :
Reg i  s t ran
Nova Scot ia  Board  o f  Examiners  in

Psychol ogy
Post  0 f f i ce  Box  3050,  Ha l i fax  South

Post  Of f i ce
Ha l i fax ,  Nova  Sco t ia  B3J  3G6

ACCESS TO CLAI}I FILES BY I]['URED
IORKERS

Fol  1  owi  ng f rom recommendat i  ons conta i  ned
in  t he  0n ta r i o  gove rnmen t ' s  "Wh i t e  Pape r
on the Workmen 's  Compensat i  on Board"  t l . re
Boa rd  w i l l  now  p rov ide  access  t o  c l a im
records for  the empl  oyee and h i  s  or  her
rep resen ta t i  ve .

Th i s  p rov i s i on  appea rs  t o  be  no  more
than  f a i r .  Howeve r ,  i t  w i l l  P l ace  a
fur ther  requ i  rement  on psycho l  og i  s ts  to
ensu re  the  accu racy ,  ob iec t i  v i t y  and
va l i d i t y  o f  t he  s ta temen ts  made  in  re -
por ts  they submi t  to  the Compensat ion
Boa rd  .
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RE]IETAL OF REGISTRATIOT

Fee renewal  not ices were mai led on March
22 and 23 to a l  I  psychol  ogi  s ts  regi  s-
te red  in  0n tar io  a long w i th  a  copy  o f
the  1982 D i rec tory  and a  ques t ionna i re ,

Renewal fees shoul d be forwarded to the
Board of f ice before May 31.  Under the
Regu la t ion  an  add i t i ona l  fee  o f  $25 .00
i s payabl e on nenewal fees post-marked
la te r  than May 31 .

AillrUAL QUESTroillrAr RE

The Board urges a l  I  psychol  ogi  s ts  to
comple te  the  ques t ionna i re .  Summary  in -
format i  on based on the responses to the
quest ionna i re  enab les  the  Board  to  an-
swer  a  var ie ty  o f  ques t ions  about  the
pro fess i  on ,  such as  the  ava i  I  ab i  I  i  t y  o f
psycho log ica l  man/womanpower  in  var ious
par ts  o f  0n ta r io .  I t  has  a lso  enab led
the  Board  to  pub l i sh  a  l i s t  o f  psycho lo -
g i  s ts  ab l  e  to  p rov ide  serv ices  in
languages  o ther  than  Eng l i sh .

EXA'II]IATIOII FOR PROFESSIOTAL PRACTICE
ItI PSYCHOLOGY

Temporary Regi  s t rants who have taken
the  wr i t ten  examinat ion  or  p lan  to  take
i t  i n  the  near  fu tu re  w i l l  w ish  to  have
some idea o f  the  Board 's  approach to
es tab l i sh ing  a  pass ing  po in t  fo r  each
form of  the exam, dn approach developed
by Angof f  (1971)  and d iscussed as  a
judgmental  method for  establ  i  sh ing a
c r i te r ion - re fe renced  pass ing  score .

Usi  ng th i  s  method each Board member re-
v iews the  examinat ion ;  and fo r  every
i tem on the exam the Board member est i -
mates  the  p robab i l i t y  tha t  a  m in ima l l y
acceptab le  cand ida te  wou ld  respond cor -
rec t l y  to  the  i tem.  Each member 's  es t -
imate  o f  m in ima l l y  accep tab le  per fo r -
mance i  s  the sum of  the est imated pro-
bab i l i t i es  fo r  each  i tem.  The  sums a r -
r i  ved at  by the Board members are aver-
aged and the average becomes the pass-
ing  po in t  adop ted  fo r  tha t  pa r t i cu la r
fonm of  the test .

The Board has agreed that thi s effort
to  use  a  ra t iona l  method in  es tab l i sh-
ing  a  pass ing  po in t  w i l l  be  used  on ly
i f  the  d ispers ion  o f  the  sums produced
by the Board members is  wi th ln a rea-
sonab ly  I  im i ted  range.

Each cand ida te  fo r  the  wr i t ten  examin-
a t ion  w i l l  rece ive ,  usua l l y  w i th in  s i x
weeks of  the admi n i  s t rat ion of  the
exam,  a  s ta tement  g iv ing  the  pass ing
point  used by the Board,  h is  or  her  oh,n
score,  iS wel l  as the mean score and
standard deviat ion on that  form of  the
exam for  a l  I  doctoral  level  candidates
in  Canada and  the  U.S .A .  tak ing  the
exam for  the  f i rs t  t ime.

The examinat ion  usua l ly  cons is ts  o f  200
i tems and on ly  to ta l  scores  are  g iven.
Part  scores,  based on i  tems deal  i  ng
wi th  s imi la r  con ten t ,  a re  no t  computed
because  o f  the  unre l iab i l i t y  o f  i n te r -
pretat ions p laced on scores based on
smal le r  numbers  o f  i tems.

Ango f f ,  W.H.  Sca les ,  nonms,  and  equ iv -
a len t  scores .  In  R .L .  Thornd ike  (Ed . )
Educat i  onal  Measurement.  } ' lashi  ngton,

on  Educat ion ,
1971 ,  514-515 .

]IET TEIDORARY RECISTRAIITS

Thomas Al I away
Edward Bassis
I rwin Butkowsky
Pat r i c ia  C le land
Catheri ne Col by
Char les  Coo ley
CI aude Del I a Tazzera
Robert  F lynn
Reva Gerste i  n
Lou is  G l i ksman
Robert  Gl  ueckauf
Br i  an  He i  se l
Peter  L i  u
Jud i th  Mack

Barbara Mann
August ine  Meier
Joseph Mol i  no
Casimi  ro Nepa
Deni se Ford Nepa
Anke 0ostendorp
Kenneth Prkachi  n
Br ian  Regan
Joseph Regan
Teresa Sheehan
Doug l  as  Smi th
Anna Stuckl  er
Edwin l ' le inste in
Eri k Woody


